
 
 

Windstar Cruises to Lift COVID-19 Vaccine Requirement June 1    

MIAMI, FL, March 7, 2023 -- Windstar Cruises will lift its COVID-19 vaccine requirement on 
June 1, 2023, no longer requiring guests to be vaccinated against the virus in order to sail with 
the small ship cruise line.  

Crew, however, will still be required to be vaccinated and will be tested upon their first arrival to 
work, during their first week, and as needed moving forward.  

“We’ve invested in and improved our health and safety processes, including upgrading the 
HVAC systems on all of our ships, which has led to a cleaner and safer environment on 
board,” said Windstar Cruises President Christopher Prelog. “When combined with the 
widespread availability of vaccines and medical treatments, the risk factors are considerably 
lower now, giving us the confidence to lift the requirement. We’ve learned much over the past 
few years and will continue to follow the policies of each country we visit, as well as evaluate 
and use public health tools at our disposal to continue to safely sail and travel the world.”  

Windstar will continue to carry diagnostic tests on board for guests and remains committed to 
onboard cleanliness and sanitation measures, including accessible and well-stocked 
handwashing stations plus sanitizer dispensers. Though no longer required, Windstar 
recommends guests remain up to date with vaccinations.  

Prompted by the pandemic, the line invested millions in upgrading the entire six ship fleet’s 
heating, ventilation, and air conditioning systems to incorporate high-tech air filtration with 
HEPA filters and UV-C irradiation. The hospital-grade UV-C lights are proven to kill germs and 
microbes like mold, bacteria, and fungi, creating cleaner air on board and combating the 
spread of illness – because no one wants to be sick on vacation.  

For more details on Windstar Cruises’ health and safety measures, visit 
https://www.windstarcruises.com/health-safety/overview/.  

### 
Contacts: 
Sarah Scoltock, Director of Public Relations, Windstar Cruises / 
sarah.scoltock@windstarcruises.com  
Sally Spaulding, Account Director, Percepture / sspaulding@percepture.com 
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About Windstar Cruises 

Windstar Cruises operates a fleet of six boutique all-suite and sailing yachts carrying 148-342 
guests. Small ship cruises sail throughout Europe; the Caribbean; Costa Rica and the Panama 
Canal; Asia; Alaska and British Columbia; New England and Eastern Canada; the U.S. West 
Coast and Mexico; Arabia, and the South Pacific, including a ship year-round in 
Tahiti.  Windstar launched the $250 Million Star Plus Initiative to transform the three all-suite 
Star Plus Class yachts with new suites, restaurants, and a world-class spa and fitness center. 
The award-winning line is known for immersive experiences, destination authenticity, port-
intensive itineraries, exceptional service, and an innovative culinary program.  Windstar 
Cruises is part of the Xanterra Travel Collection, a group of global hospitality and travel 
companies, one of which traces its history back over a hundred years of operating our 
country’s iconic national parks, including Grand Canyon, Yellowstone, Glacier, Death Valley, 
and many others. Xanterra Travel Collection is owned by The Anschutz Corporation, the 
ultimate owner of the Broadmoor, Sea Island, and entertainment giant AEG, Anschutz 
Entertainment Group. 


