
 

  

Trade the Cold for Gold: Wind Spirit Island Hops Through 
the Canary Islands in Winter 2026/27 

Sail Off the Beaten Path with Windstar’s New Routes and Limited-Time Booking Offer

 

MIAMI, FL, July 14, 2025 — Camel treks across golden dunes. Volcanic toboggan rides into 
historic wine country. Stargazing under some of the clearest skies on Earth. This isn’t a typical 
cruise — it’s Wind Spirit’s debut to the Canary Islands for a season of warm-weather adventure 
and untamed island charm. 

From November 2026 through January 2027, Windstar Cruises is charting a fresh course 
through the Canary Islands with new 9-night voyages that explore a quieter, more authentic side 
of the archipelago. Following Windstar’s debut in the region at the end of 2025, these Canary 
Islands voyages are getting an upgrade with more immersive ports, upgraded onboard spaces, 
and new marina access which allows guests to jump right into the sparkling Atlantic.  

The yacht-style sailings also introduce first-ever visits to Porto Santo (Portugal) and El 
Hierro (Spain), two dreamy outposts known for golden beaches, volcanic ridges, and time-

https://www.windstarcruises.com/destinations/canary-islands/


stopping charm. With fewer people and more possibilities, these sailings are a masterclass in 
unrushed travel. 

● Porto Santo, Portugal — Once home to Christopher Columbus, this golden isle is a 
little slice of sandy serenity with just the right mix of history, hiking trails, and beach bars. 

● El Hierro, Spain — A UNESCO Global Geopark that packs hiking trails, lava rock pools, 
and slow-tourism soul into the smallest Canary Island. 

"We’re always looking to craft new itineraries that show off the authentic heart of a destination, 
and these updated Canary Islands voyages do just that,” said Jess Peterson, director of 
destination experience & itinerary planning. “By adding ports like Porto Santo and El Hierro – 
places larger ships can’t easily visit – we’re giving our guests a chance to experience a quieter, 
more natural side of the Canaries, with all the comforts of a Windstar yacht."  

These carefully crafted itineraries allow Windstar to serve as both a navigator and cultural 
curator, showcasing the unique expression of each port led by expert guides.  

More Moments That Go Beyond Ordinary:  

● Camel rides through Lanzarote’s moon-like dunes – with views shaped by centuries 
of wind and volcanoes. 

● Toboggan run in Madeira – yes, a real one – followed by sips of the island’s famous 
fortified wine. 

● Starry nights in La Palma, one of the world’s top stargazing spots and a designated 
UNESCO Biosphere Reserve. 

● Front-row seat to Madeira’s legendary New Year’s Eve fireworks, best viewed from 
teak decks with champagne in hand. 

● Hike El Hierro’s dramatic coastline, then cool off in volcanic rock pools all before 
dinner under the stars. 

With nonstop flights from major U.S. gateways to Tenerife, the journey is easier than ever. 
Guests can extend their trip with a Star Collector Voyage (13+ nights) or a Madrid Cruise Tour 
for a seamless mix of island time and city scenes. 

It's not too early to start thinking about the winter holidays too, and the Canary Islands present 
an unsung Christmas destination perfect for those looking to swap snow for the shore. This 
archipelago offers a uniquely sophisticated holiday experience where centuries-old traditions 
unfold under starlit skies in 73°F weather. The main celebration occurs on Christmas Eve 
(Nochebuena) with elaborate seafood dinners, while enchanting choral groups called Rondallas 
de los Divinos serenade the streets late into the night, creating magical spontaneous 
performances that blend Spanish heritage with warm December evenings. 

Wind Spirit, Revamped and Ready 
Fresh from a recent refresh, Wind Spirit is all dressed up with newly updated suites and 
staterooms, a reimagined spa and fitness area, and spruced-up dining and lounge spaces. 
She’ll also debut Windstar’s marina platform in select Canary Islands ports, offering guests 



more splashy fun with complimentary paddleboards, kayaks, and float-worthy lounging—all right 
off the back of the yacht. 

Through August 31, 2025, Windstar Cruises invites guests to take advantage of an Early 
Booking Offer to enjoy a complimentary All-Inclusive experience in addition to its always 
complimentary inclusions. Valued at more than $1,300 per stateroom on a 7-day cruise, the 
package features WiFi, unlimited select wine, beer and cocktails, and gratuities. Plus, enjoy an 
onboard credit of up to $200 per stateroom, good for shore excursions, treatments at World Spa 
by Windstar and other amenities. See more here. 

For added value, Windstar has introduced its new Pay Now, Save More promotion. Those who 
pay in full at the time of booking will receive an additional 5% discount on cruise fare (including 
non-discountable fares). This offer may be combined with the Early Booking Offer.  

To plan a small ship cruise with Windstar, book online here, contact a travel advisor, reach out 
to Windstar Cruises by phone at 866-258-7245, or request a call by a Windstar vacation 
planner.  For more information on Wind Spirit's upcoming itineraries, visit here. 
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Photos: Press images here.  
  
Contacts:   
Sarah Scoltock, Director of Public Relations, Windstar Cruises / 
sarah.scoltock@windstarcruises.com   
Claire Skinner, Vice President, LDPR, windstar@ldpr.com  
  
About Windstar Cruises:      
For four decades, Windstar Cruises has been reimagining small-ship cruising with a distinctive 
blend of relaxed luxury and genuine connection to the world’s most captivating destinations. 
From its origins with motor sailing yachts tailored for upscale yet casual travel, Windstar has 
grown into a diverse fleet of three Star Class all-suite yachts and three Wind Class sailing 
yachts, offering voyages that are both intimate and inspiring. Two highly anticipated new yachts, 
Star Seeker and Star Explorer, set to debut in December 2025 and 2026, expand the fleet to 
eight yachts accommodating 150-350 guests. Windstar’s legendary Wind Class sailing yachts 
are also undergoing a meticulous two-phase redesign to be completed by 2027. Windstar 
yachts sail to more than 330 ports across Europe, the Caribbean, Costa Rica and the Panama 
Canal, Alaska, Canada and New England, Japan, the South Pacific, and Asia. Unlike most 
cruise lines, Windstar sails year-round in the Mediterranean and Tahiti, offering different 
destination experiences seasonally. Each Windstar voyage is designed to immerse guests in 
authentic cultural experiences, all while delivering the comfort, service, and style that define the 
Windstar difference. 
  
Windstar Cruises is proud to be part of the Xanterra Travel Collection®, a distinguished group of 
global hospitality and travel companies with a legacy spanning over a hundred years. Xanterra 
operates iconic national parks, including Grand Canyon, Yellowstone, Glacier, and Death 
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Valley. The Xanterra Travel Collection® is owned by The Anschutz Corporation, the ultimate 
owner of the Broadmoor, Sea Island, and entertainment giant AEG, Anschutz Entertainment. 
 
 
 
 


